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Our Easter celebration of the resurrection is reinforced at this time of year by nature’s signs of 
re-birth, with the spring flowers, buds on the trees and the imminent arrival of lambs and 
calves. In the Church we have also been inspired to look forward to changing times with the 
election of Pope Francis I.  
 
In this issue we have focussed on a young Uist woman who has taken the hope of spring 
shoots and built them into something tangible that has real benefit and is an inspiration to us 
all. We all read about Gemma Steele and the break-in at St. Jerome’s’ last year. This was fol-
lowed by an amazing fund raising effort throughout Uist, which resulted in over £10,000 being 
raised. Gemma kindly took some time to give us the background to the home set up in 2012 
and named after the Patron Saint for Orphans in the town of Nakuru, Kenya. A number of 
young people from Uist take gap years in various parts of the world, but I wanted to know what 
changed her six month visit into such a major commitment It’s a fascinating story. 
 
Happy Easter 
 

Libby 

Introduction 

 Reflection from Father Michael 

opposite – virtual exhibitionism. 
The human hope for salvation has not 
changed. The desire for an authentic way of 
living has not changed. The desire to be freed 
from sin, which is in us all, has not changed. 
Faith in the risen Lord Jesus brings us hope, 

gives us an authentic ‘friend for life’, and in-

spires us to change the world.  

Jesus Christ is risen! He lives! This is the sim-
ple and deep message of Easter. It is a mes-
sage of joy and hope for the world. 
The first disciples of Jesus spread this mes-
sage to everyone they met. They did it by word 
of mouth and by the example of their lives and 
the example of the lives of those who joined 
them. 
 
We live today in a very different world from that 
of the disciples of Jesus. It is a world of instant 
communication and the vast exchange of infor-
mation. This revolution has had good effects 
and bad. We can take part in live events 
broadcast from almost any part of the world. 
We can speak to relatives and friends. The 
‘world’ has become much smaller. 
 
But this new world has had some bad effects – 
virtual friendship being the same or better than 
real friendship; the ability to look into the lives 
of others and what they do creating a un-
healthy virtual voyeurism and offering, too, its 
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Congratulations to Chris-

tine MacInnis 

Who has joined the Catho-

lic Church 

This Easter 

Thanks to  Kay MacInnes, Bryan Learmond, 
Gemma Steele, Fr Michael, Ronnie MacPhee 
and  Iochdar School for their contribution to 
this edition 
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Experiencing Africa was something I had always wanted to do; due to things I had seen on the TV. 
Therefore after I finished fifth year in Sgoil Lionacleit I took a year out to do just that. I worked in 
Daliburgh co-op for 6 months before heading to Kenya for the other 6. Initially it was like I was in a 
different world, however, as time went on I found myself feeling more and more at home there. The 
people were so friendly, rich in culture and generous, like the people I was fortunate enough to grow 
up around. I was teaching English, Maths and PE to P4, P5 and P6’s in a school for children from 
the slums of Nakuru called Naka Primary. The year before my arrival there had been 1000+ pupils, 
however, after the civil War of 07/08 only half the children returned. After the school day and at 
weekends I was working in St Stephen’s Children’s Home which was home to 18 orphans. This was 
run by Mrs Maina who paid rent on the home. When the landlord found out that she had a white vol-
unteer working there he increased the rent drastically, with devastating effect. Mrs Maina pleaded 
with me to assist with rent as she could no longer afford to run the home but as an unemployed, 17 
year old school, leaver I was obviously unable to do so. My mother phoned me one night to tell me 
that the schools here on the islands had been doing some fundraising events and the total raised 
was £2,000. As somebody who had never had £2000 before I thought I could change the world with 
such money!! I vowed to buy Ms Maina a plot of land which she could then build on to save ever 
having to pay rent, that way the children’s futures were safe, or so I thought. 
 
Word soon spread that I was looking for a plot and another school approached me saying they had 
a plot for use if they could get a nursery in return, after some thought I realised that this was possi-
ble and my £2000 went straight into building a new children’s home.  I devoted my time to trying to 
raise enough funds to complete the home and nursery, but then  heard that Mrs Maina had broken 
all ties with St Stephen’s Children’s Home and the 18 children I had grown to love were effectively 
abandoned.I had to change that. It was those children who turned my 6 months experience into a 

lifelong commitment.  

Coming from a trusting community I naively entrusted the building work to a local engineer and head 
teacher. From looking at surrounding buildings it soon became clear to me that I was not receiving 
value for money, therefore I took on the role myself. Unlike in the UK there are no planning permis-
sion stages or any legal roads to go down before building, therefore building started almost immedi-
ately in April 2009. I left in June 2009 with the building at its half-way point, by August I had raised a 
further £1000 and sent it over to complete the structure to roof height. But that was a mistake. It was 
clear that if any work was to be done I, or another volunteer namely my partner in the project Becky 
Holden, would have to be on the ground. Therefore between 2009 and 2012 work was only re-
sumed if I or Becky could afford to be there to oversee it. If there was money available to buy mate-
rials then work resumed. We endeavoured to employ local builders so as to benefit the area as a 
whole. It was easier and cheaper for us to do work through the locals and be around to oversee the 

money side of things and the quality of work.  

St Jerome ’ s Children ’ s 

Home 

 

Gemma Steele 
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We have grown from strength to strength since our opening day on the 18th January 2012, thanks 
to the generosity of others, it’s quite overwhelming. When we were ready to move some children 
in we had to look for sponsors before we could know how many children we could initially assist. I 
was lucky enough to find sponsorship totalling £240 which enabled us to cover basic costs for 
eight children. I tried to track down the children from St Stephens and was happy to hear that 9 of 
them had a place in an orphanage run by an Australian couple. That left 9; 2 were in the danger-
ous north of Kenya where we were unable to reach;the grandmothers of 2 would not allow them 
to leave home and one was addicted to glue and living on the streets. There was no trace of 
Christine. Unable to mix ‘glue kids’ and orphans that left only 3 of the original children we wanted 
to help. We were successful in tracing Marion, Mercy and Musa down and were still left with 5 
other places. On the collection of Marion from her grandmother’s one bedded mud house we 
found another small girl by the name of Irene, her grandmother pleaded that we also take her, 
which was no problem. I then took Gabo, the addicted boy, to a rehabilitation centre where four 
other boys were looking to be relocated after a successful rehab effort. They were; Solomon, Jo-
seph, Harrisson and John. We had our first 8! 

As word spread we soon had sponsorship for another 6 children. We were lucky enough to meet 
three European girls who run a feeding programme at the school our first eight were enrolled into. 
They feed 150 of the poorest school children and when our four spaces became available we 
asked if they had any orphans on their feeding programme who needed a safe home. Welcome 
Paul, Yvonne, Gloria and Otieno, as well as the two boys, Emmanuel and Timothy from St 
Stephen’s who we recovered from Northern Kenya. We were now at 14. In October last year we 
were again contacted by the school about 2 emergency cases, Brian and Deno, whose single 
mother had died, leaving them eating soil. We put out an appeal and were lucky enough for spon-
sors to come forward. We were at 16 in less than a year, our family had doubled, which had 
never been on the cards! After the recent robbery we were also lucky enough for more sponsors 
to come forward allowing me to enrol another 4 children. Had we opened up the spaces we 
would have been inundated with children, therefore we again went through the school to wel-

come Omondi,,Rosie, Peris and Simon. A family of 20! We have 
now agreed with the feeding programme that if sponsorship be-
comes available we will endeavour to assist the poorest orphans on 
their programme freeing up some spaces for them to enrol other 
needy children. This is proving to be a good system. Our  monthly 
sponsorship is maxed out to cover the costs of 20 kids and six staff 
and we still have space for  another 30 children! Please consider 
helping us to continue growing. 

The children’s favourite pastime is going to school!! They know that 
the only way to help themselves and their remaining family mem-
bers is by receiving a good education. Once they come home, they 

study before dinner and then pray for those less fortunate than themselves, other orphans and 
their sponsors. They find themselves at a loose end during school holidays but enjoy helping 
Mama Lucy and Aunty Grace and Phyllis with chores around the home. With our new electricity 
they occasionally watch films but enjoy reading too. We sometimes go swimming if there are ex-
tra donations, which the children love. I spent a day teaching them highland dancing and always 
get an ‘Oidhche mhath’ (goodnight) before bed. Ciamar a tha thu? (How are you) is also heard. 
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 I had always been told of the security issues in our area of Mawanga, Nakuru, but rather than avoid it and 
concentrate on a safer area I thought, surely, it’s the children here that need the most help; But I  would 
often find myself lying in bed hearing the screams of others being robbed around about. It is an on-going 
issue as many people live in easily attackable houses. As many have next to nothing, they are almost 
forced to steal for survival. It is costly to have a security wall, never mind a security guard, so people are 
left vulnerable. The time of year was another reason for the heightened desperation as it is known that 
December in Kenya is more dangerous than other months. It saddens me that a lot of Kenyans go to bed 

in fear each night but education is the only way out of this dreadful 
cycle. Only last month a child’s last relative was murdered during a 
robbery because he couldn’t produce anything of value. It wasn’t un-
til I returned from “civilisation” that I remembered how inhuman such 
occurrences are. I can’t stress enough that it is thanks to the people 
in Uist that St Jerome’s Children’s Home now exists. 16 of our 20 
children are sponsored by Islanders when we were overwhelmed 
with support after the robbery and had then enough to make vital 
developments such as a new and improved security wall; employ 
two watchmen instead of one and provide them with the necessary 
equipment and reinforce the windows. Also  to provide emergency 
exits and indoor toilets to avoid the children having to leave the 
premises and take on four new children and cater for our new found 

H.I.V and epileptic cases.  

Without the Sponsor a Child scheme we would be unable to operate 
as a childrens’ home. One off donations are of huge value to us so 
we can build an emergency fund in case of illness or extra require-
ments needed for the children. However, it is the monthly contribu-

tions that keep the children, fed, cared for and in education. It also keeps our staff well paid so as they are 
happy in their work and able to offer our kids the best service. I will never be able to thank our monthly 
sponsors enough for keeping these children in my life, changing their lives and making St Jerome’s possi-
ble. I hope that every one of you is proud of what you are doing. Most will never understand the difference 
they are making unless they see it first hand, which I also wish for them all.  
 

At the moment we are only covering the basic costs of 20 primary school children and six staff. I would like 
to grow slightly in sponsorship so as to be comfortable in covering our monthly costs, and sustaining those 
costs. My hope in 2009 was to own a plot .That has since grown arms and legs and taken us to where we 
are today. This has taught me that anything is possible with love and determination, therefore, my hope is 
for us to grow into a St Jerome’s Centre covering many different vulnerable groups and offering them an 
education as I believe education is the key in assisting Africans to assist Africans, as it should be. I am 
content in educating 20 children who will hopeful grow up and assist others, but it would be a dream come 

true if I could extend beyond that number.  

In 2011 I passed my British Association of Teachers of Dancing Exam and to have my own dance school 
is an ambition because it would enable me to have a regular income to support St Jerome’s. However, as 
I had to stay longer in Kenya after the robbery, I missed my cut off for University and have to re-join next 
year and to save money, I am moving home to work. I was devastated to have to take a break from teach-
ing but am hopeful to re-start in August. Finishing my degree is also a priority. I aim to be a qualified Occu-
pational Therapist and to- become fluent in Swahili so I can do my main 3 month placement in a public 
hospital in Nakuru, Kenya, which would be invaluable experience. A well run St Jerome’s Centre and 
dance school is what I want to achieve before working in the health service here in Scotland, either in 

practice or governance. Having a family in Uist is also something I would like, when the time is right. 

We all truly wish  Gemma and the children well with this brave work. Please remember them in your 
prayers and if you wish to support a child it only costs £1.50 per day. You can find information at www. 

stjeromeschildrenshome.webs.com 
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Kids Space 

 

Colour the Picture in 

Try and find the words shown below. They can be vertical, . 

horizontal and diagonal 

Alleluia Flowers 

Risen  Shine 

Easter  Jesus 

Sweeties Holiday 

Pray  Amen 

Alive  Eggs 

Redeem Sun 

Love  Hope  

Spring  Saved 

Warm  Joy 

S W H J A S A V E D 

H A E O D A H J S S 

P R A Y L L K I U W 

E M S L R I S E N E 

G H T F L V D Q T E 

G O E A M E N A Z T 

S P R I N G L S Y I 

R E D E E M O U R E 

J E S U S   V N I S 

S R F L O W E R S A 
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200 Club Results 

Here are the prize winners for the 200 
Club  

January Winners 
£250 no 45 Iain E MacDonald 
£50 no 153 Donald John MacEachen  
£50 no 70 Catriona MacLennan 
£50 no 85 Stephen John MacAulay  
£30 no 22 John Morrison 
£30 no 68 Elizabeth Jordan 

£30 no 172 Margaret Gilfedder 

February Winners 

£250 no 166 Margaret MacAulay 
£50 no 142 Iain Paul Stewart  
£50 no 69 Mark MacRury 
£50 no 156 Archie MacAulay 
£30 no 169 Alastair MacPherson 
£30 no 100 Fr Michael MacDonald  
£30 no 165 Colin MacKinnon  

 
March Winners 
£250 no- 28 Angus MacKay 
£50 no-129 Angus J MacPhee 
£50 no-122 Donald Peter Campbell 
£50 no-107 Eilidh & Kerry MacPhee 
£30 no-184 Ellena MacDonald  
£30 no- 139 Flora MacLeod 

£30 no- 194 Margaret A Humberstone  

 The Peace Prayer of Saint Francis  

To welcome our New Pope 

O Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace! 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is discord, harmony. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

Where there is sorrow, joy. 

 

Oh Divine Master, grant that I may not  

so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

to be understood as to understand;  

to be loved as to love;  

for it is in giving that we receive;  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life  

 

Emeritus Pope Benedict 
 
My ‘highlight’ of the past three months has been the 
resignation of Pope Benedict. I knew that Popes were 
able to resign and that a few had resigned in the past. 
But that was a long time ago. Like, I suspect, everyone 
else, I believed that the Pope would remain in office 
until he died.  
Pope Benedict’s leaving office was an emotional and 
moving occasion. The fact that he had done it, the 
manner in which it was carried out and the way in 
which he will live the rest of his life ‘hidden from the 
world’ will have enormous implications for the life of 
Popes in the future. 
There will be no expectation that they have to carry on 
until death. There will be a spreading awareness 
amongst the members of the Church that the Papacy is 
an office  from which the Pope can resign .  

Pope Benedict has also taught us, in his own way, 

what it means to be humble.  Fr. Michael. 

Thank you!! Micheall Iain (Mickey) 

MacRury would like to thank Mum, Flor-

ence, Mary Ann, Anne, Mustapha,  Cath-

erina and Michelle for your hard work . 

A BIG THANK YOU FOR YOUR GEN-

EROUS GIFTS... TO FRIENDS & FAM-

ILY FOR ATTENDING AND MAKING 

THE NIGHT A  GREAT SUCCESS 



 

Iochdar School News 

Sgoil an Iochdair Engineering 

The problem of a ditch in our playground sparked off a series of lessons for Primary 5/6/7 when they 

worked together to learn more about science and engineering.  Their work was recognised as being of a high 

standard and 4 pupils represented the school at the Highlands and Islands Science and Engineering Festival 

at Eden Court in Inverness where they also received an award for their work for Scottish National Heri-

tage. 

Uist Youth Music Day 

Friday 22nd March was a rather exciting day for all the children in Uist who play the chanter and fiddle.  

There was an opportunity to participate in a day of workshops and a performance afternoon.  It was a fan-

tastic opportunity to work with others and perform as part of a group on the stage.  A very well organised 

day thanks to Domhnall Ban, Esther MacDonald (chanter/pipes tutors) and Suzanne Simpson (fiddle tutor). 

Cross Country Runners 

A very well done to the children who have been putting their fitness to the test by taking part in the Harris 

and/or Inverness Cross Country recently. 

 

Tree Planting 

P5-7 Room 4 have been busy with their spades planting trees in the school grounds as part of a project with 

the Woodlands Trust and Oxfam. The children have learned about the correct environment trees need to be 

happy so if the community need any tips, don’t hesitate to contact the school!!! 

P2 & 3 Room 9 have also got the green fingered bug!! They have been preparing to grow onions, rhubarb and 

some flowers. 

 

Thrift Week 

The whole school took part in a Thrift week last month.  There were 3 days of special activities focussing on 

thrift giving pupils the opportunity to learn more about money; prepare and cook some healthy food on a 

budget, gain some new skills such as working with wood and learning to sew.  An open afternoon was held 

where parents and friends were able to see some of the work and enjoy a cup of tea in Cafè 8. 

P3/4 Room 8 have been working on a topic called ‘In the Garden’.  This is following on from Thrift week and 

the children have made their own ideal eco garden models from recycled items. 

 


